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COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE 

Belgrade, 4 November 2025 — The 206th 
meeting of the Coordinating Committee 
was held in Belgrade at the kind invitation of 
Mirjana Cizmarov, DGCA Serbia.  During the 
meeting, Henri van Faassen (pictured below), 
DGCA Netherlands, was appointed as the 
new ECAC Focal Point for Economic matters. 

Following the recent consultation with 
industry stakeholders and the European 
Commission, the Committee agreed that the 
next ECAC/EU Dialogue with the air transport 
industry would focus on “resilience” as its 
overarching theme. The event – scheduled 
for October 2026 – will feature three main 
sessions exploring topics such as drones, 
the impact of the geopolitical situation, 
transition and innovation, and economic 
resilience and competitiveness. 

In addition to several decisions on financial 
matters, the Committee endorsed a number 
of documents, notably on the activities 
of ECAC working groups prepared within 
the framework of the EMTO Task Force. 
These documents will now be discussed by 
Directors General at their next meeting. 

SAFETY

Staying ahead of innovation: ECAC 
workshop on investigating emerging 
aviation technologies

Coordinating 
Committee meeting 
in Belgrade hosted 
by DGCA Serbia 

Roskilde, 4-5 November 2025  — How can 
safety investigators keep pace with the rapid 
innovation reshaping the aviation sector? This 
was the central question guiding the 2025 
ECAC Air Accident and Incident Investigation 
Group of Experts (ACC) workshop, held in Ros-
kilde on 4 and 5 November 2025.

The event brought together heads and senior 
officials from 28 European safety investigation 
authorities, along with international partners 
and representatives from across the aviation 
industry. Chaired by Crispin Orr, Chief Inspec-
tor of Air Accidents at the United Kingdom’s 
Air Accidents Investigation Branch (AAIB), the 
workshop featured a keynote address by Pro-
fessor Graham Braithwaite, Director of Aeros-
pace and Aviation at Cranfield University.

This year’s discussions focused on investiga-
ting accidents involving new and disruptive 
aviation technologies. Participants exchanged 
experiences and insights on:

•	 lessons learnt and emerging risks associa-
ted with next-generation aircraft;

•	 the evolving relationship between innova-
tion, regulation, and safety in the unman-
ned aviation (UAS) sector;

•	 using big data to support predictive safety 
and collaborative investigation;

•	 the potential and limitations of artificial in-
telligence in shifting accident investigation 
from reactive analysis to proactive preven-
tion.

The workshop provided a valuable forum for 
collaboration and knowledge-sharing among 
Europe’s investigation authorities. The in-
sights and outcomes will contribute to future 
ECAC guidance material, supporting Member 
States, industry, and international partners in 
strengthening aviation safety and advancing 
investigative practices across a rapidly evol-
ving industry.

Finally, sincere thanks were extended to Mar-
tin Puggard, Director and Chief Investigator 
of the Accident Investigation Board Denmark, 
and his team, for their warm hospitality and 
excellent organisation.
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Advancing air travel facilitation – highlights from end-of-year 
working group meeting

Vienna, 19-20 November 2025 — ECAC’s 
Facilitation Working Group met in Vienna for 
its final gathering of the year. 

Over two days of constructive discussions, 
experts from ECAC Member States and ob-
server organisations (AIRE, ERA, European 
Commission, Global Express Association and 
IATA) considered a range of current facilita-
tion topics. Highlights included:

•	 the growing awareness of accessibility 
needs for air travellers, including persons 
with reduced mobility (PRMs); 

•	 customs and immigration matters; 

•	 strengthening National Facilitation Pro-
grammes to ensure effective coordination 
among all stakeholders involved in the 
implementation of facilitation measures.

The group also discussed ongoing work to 
build on the ECAC Policy Statement Doc 
30, Part I – Facilitation, and agreed on pro-
posals for its 2026 work programme. These 
efforts will continue to focus on the group’s 
key objectives: improving the passenger 
experience and facilitating legitimate trade 
across the air transport sector. 

The group expressed its warm thanks to 
the Austrian Federal Ministry of Innovation, 
Mobility and Infrastructure for their excellent 
hospitality.

FACILITATION

Roskilde, 5 November 2025 — The 63rd meeting 
of the ECAC Air Accident and Incident Investigation 
Group of Experts (ACC) took place in Roskilde after 
the ACC workshop. 

The group received information from the ECAC 
Secretariat on the main discussions and outcomes 
from the 42nd ICAO Assembly (Montreal 23 September 
– 3 October 2025) related to safety investigations, 
and reviewed progress on ACC’s ongoing work, also 
noting updates from EASA and ENCASIA.

Crispin Orr (pictured right) informed the group that 
he would step down as chief inspector of the United 

Kingdom Air Accidents Investigation Branch (AAIB) 
in January 2026, and consequently also as chair of 
ACC. 

Mr Orr has chaired the group for two consecutive 
mandates spanning almost six years, and will leave 
behind a strong legacy of promoting and developing 
European cooperation in air safety investigations. 
The process to appoint the next chair, who will lead 
the group towards its next meeting in Dubrovnik in 
May 2026, is now underway.

ECAC’s air accident and incident investigation group marks continued 
progress and announces upcoming change in chair



Videoconference, 6 November 2025
Brussels, 19–20 November 2025
Videoconference, 27 November 2025

The European Aviation and Environment 
Working Group (EAEG) CAEP met three times 
in November to prepare contributions ahead 
of the first Steering Group (SG1) meeting of 
the CAEP/14 cycle, which will take place in 
Singapore from 1 to 5 December 2025.

Across the three sessions, participants 
exchanged updates and reviewed 
anticipated topics for the start of the CAEP/14 

cycle to ensure experts were well informed 
ahead of the Steering Group meeting. 
The session on 20 November in Brussels 
also included exchanges with European 
stakeholders, including representatives 
from industry, offering perspectives on early 
priorities for CAEP/14. 

The Steering Group in Singapore will 
primarily serve to take stock of the outcomes 
of CAEP/13, held in Montreal in February 
2025, and review the proposed work 
programme for the new three-year cycle.

EAEG-CAEP meetings support experts’ 
preparations for CAEP/14 Steering Group
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FACILITATION

Warsaw, 19-20 November 2025 — Warsaw Chopin Airport recently 
participated in ECAC’s Quality Assessment Programme (QAP), welcoming 
a team of ECAC-certified assessors from Iceland, Italy and the United 
Kingdom.

During the two-day onsite assessment, the team observed operations and 
interviewed airport staff to evaluate how the airport operator provides 
assistance to passengers with disabilities and passengers with reduced 
mobility (PRMs). 

The assessment focused on several key areas: the rights to assistance, PRM 
charges, quality standards for assistance, staff training, and the accessibility 
of information available online. 

Conducted based on the recommendations in ECAC’s Doc 30, Part I – 
Facilitation, this activity forms part of the QAP launched in 2024 and is the 
fifth assessment carried out under the programme to date.  We look forward 
to welcoming on board more participating States in 2026!

ECAC extends its warm thanks to the Polish Civil Aviation Authority for the 
invitation to conduct this assessment, and to everyone at Warsaw Chopin 
Airport for their excellent cooperation.

Warsaw Chopin Airport completes ECAC quality assessment on PRM 
assistance

AIRMOD 
completes work 
on new noise 
guidance
Videoconference, 25 November 2025  — 
The 43rd meeting of the ECAC Aircraft Noise 
Modelling Task Group (AIRMOD) brought 
together members to finalise and endorse 
two significant new ECAC guidance 
documents: the updated 5th Edition of ECAC 
Doc 29, and new rotorcraft noise guidance 
based on NORAH – the “Noise of Rotorcraft 
Assessed by a Hemisphere-approach” tool 
developed by EASA.

Participants also reviewed progress and 
received updates on various topics relevant 
to tasks delegated to AIRMOD under the 
ECAC environment work programme.

With AIRMOD having completed its 
technical work, the updated Doc 29 and the 
new rotorcraft guidance are now expected 
to be presented to the European Aviation 
and Environment Working Group (EAEG) for 
review. Subject to EAEG’s agreement, the 
documents will then be forwarded to the 
Directors General of Civil Aviation of ECAC 
Member States for formal endorsement, a 
step expected to take place in early 2026.

ENVIRONMENT
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Videoconference, 10 November 2025 
— The Security Programme Management 
Group, chaired by Gunnar Ljungberg 
(DGCA Sweden and ECAC Focal Point for 
Security), convened to review progress 
on the implementation of the 2025 work 
programme across all security groups, and 
to discuss priorities for 2026. 

Key achievements in 2025 included the 
development of several new and updated 
Doc 30, Part II (Security) Annexes and ECAC 
Aviation Security Handbook documents 
supporting the implementation of Doc 
30 Recommendations. These include new 
guidance on training screeners to detect 
improvised incendiary devices (IIDs), the 
use of Threat Image Projection (TIP), root-
cause analysis and human factors, as 

well as updates on site acceptance and 
routine testing of security equipment, and 
methods for assessing screeners’ x-ray image 
interpretation competency. 

The group further examined the proposed 
evolution of the Common Evaluation Process 
(CEP) of security equipment, including 
changes requested by Contributing 
Authorities for introduction in 2026 to 
strengthen the efficiency of the CEP. These 
proposals will be presented for discussion 
at the next Director General meeting on 4 
December 2025.

The group acknowledged the 
implementation of the ECAC Aviation 
Security Audit and Capacity-Building 
programmes in 2025, and noted work 

priorities for 2026, including covert testing 
and cyber security. It also welcomed the 
activities delivered in 2025 under the Civil 
Aviation Security in Africa, the Middle East 
and Asia (CASE II) Project – which closed 
at the end of November 2025 – and noted 
preparations for a new EU-funded, ECAC-
implemented project for 2026. 

Finally, the group agreed on several 
improvements to enhance the speed and 
efficiency of their written consultation 
process, and on the criteria that working 
groups will use to set their annual work 
priorities.
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What’s on in December?

1	 20th meeting of the European Coordination Group on Economic matters (ECG-ECO/20), 
videoconference

3	 Security Forum briefing meeting, videoconference

4 	 165th meeting of Directors General of Civil Aviation, Belgrade

8	 Security Forum briefing meeting, videoconference

9	 26th meeting of the European Coordination Group on Facilitation (ECG-FAL/26), videoconference

15 	 77th meeting of the ECAC Medium-Term Objectives Task Force (EMTO/77), videoconference

ECAC Secretariat
164 avenue Charles de Gaulle
92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine, France

www.ecac-ceac.org
communications@ecac-ceac.org

                     @ECACceac      

SECURITY

Review of key security achievements in 2025, and priorities for 2026
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