Enhancing efficiency:
EMTO Task Force
finalises key
recommendations for

ECAC groups

Videoconference, 23 October 2025 —
Members of the EMTO Task Force, led by
Emma Jeppsson (Sweden), met online to
finalise their analysis of the performance
of ECAC working groups during the 2022-
2024 period. Their review resulted in
identifying several recommendations to the
Coordinating Committee aimed atincreasing
the efficiency and relevance of these groups
for all ECAC Member States.

The task force also finalised its proposals for
theTerms of Reference and Rules of Procedure
for ECAC programme management groups
and European coordination groups, based
on the templates previously agreed upon by
the Coordinating Committee. @

ECAC highlights PRM
Quality Assessment
Programme at

ENAC workshop

Rome, 29 October 2025 — The ECAC
Secretariat was invited to contribute to
the Italian Civil Aviation Authority (ENAC)
workshop “ENAC’s New Challenges: from Italy
to Europe” - Accessibility, Inclusion and Rights
for Persons with Disabilities and Reduced
Mobility, held in Rome and attended by
representatives from ECAC Member States,
the European Commission, IATA and the
ECAC Secretariat.

The workshop featured keynote addresses
by ENAC President Pierluigi Di Palma,
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Enhancing air travel for passengers with

reduced mobility

Rome, 27 October 2025 — Members of
the Facilitation Sub-group on the Transport
of Persons with Reduced Mobility (PRM)
met in Rome with operators responsible for
supporting the air travel of passengers with
reduced mobility. This sixth annual meeting
brought together representatives from the
aviation sector and organisations speciali-
sing in PRM issues, providing ECAC Member
States with a broader platform for dialogue
and cooperation.

Discussions focused on the outcomes of the
latest Airport Council International Report
on assistance to persons with reduced mo-
bility and persons with disabilities, as well
as on the initial findings of the European
Disability Forum’s Human Rights Report on
air passenger rights, which is due to be pu-
blished at the end of November.

Rome, 28 October 2025 — The Facilitation
Sub-group on the Transport of Persons with
Reduced Mobility (PRM) met in Rome to
advance ECAC’s work in this area and review
progress under its 2025 work programme,
with particular attention to activities plan-
ned for next year.

Participants discussed the development of
standards and policies to support passen-
gers travelling with assistance dogs, updates
to PRM-related sections of ECAC's policy sta-
tement document in the field of facilitation (Doc
30, Part ), and issues concerning prenotifications.

Looking ahead, the sub-group agreed to in-
clude a dedicated session on PRM complaints
in next year's work programme, drawing on
the results of the ECAC PRM survey and ad-
dressing prenotification challenges identified
by ECAC Member States and regulated entities.

Director General Alexander D'Orsogna, and
the Italian Minister for Disabilities Alessandra
Locatelli, alongside senior representatives
from the Italian National Authority for the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, industry,
and disability and equal rights associations.

Three panel discussions explored ways
to make air travel more inclusive for all
passengers, focusing on improved airport
infrastructure and PRM services.

Angela Lynch from the ECAC Secretariat
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contributed to the discussions, presenting
the ECAC Quality Assessment Programme on
assistance to persons with reduced mobility.
This programme was highlighted as a model
of cooperation among ECAC Member
States that helps build capacity, strengthen
expertise, and promote best practices in
supporting the needs of passengers with
disabilities. @

M Overview of ECAC's monthly activities: focus on EMTO, facilitation, security, communication, diversity and
inclusion, economic and legal matters




Security Forum addresses key developments and emerging
challenges, and reinforces cooperation

Videoconference, 28-30 October —
Security experts from ECAC Member States
and observer organisations met virtually
for the 46" meeting of the ECAC Security
Forum.

Having reviewed recent aviation security
developments and challenges in Member
States and  observer  organisations
- including legal frameworks and
policies, technologies, operational and
implementation  developments, recent

threats and vulnerabilities, as well as
priorities for 2026 - the participants
acknowledged that the proposed 2026
work programmes of the security groups
reflected Member States’ needs.

The meeting also identified a few additional
areas where further ECAC guidance could
be provided - such as cyber security
oversight in aviation and the training of
persons handling firearms. The security-
related outcomes of the 42" Session of

the ICAO Assembly were also reviewed
by participants, including the European
achievements.

Member States welcomed the Forum's
new  cooperative  approach,  which
combines formal meetings with short
monthly informal sessions to discuss
challenges, topics of common interest, and
exchange information and experience. The
participants agreed to continue this format
in 2026.

Strengthening aviation security: task force focuses on emerging risks
and future work programme

Paris/videoconference, 7-8 October
2025 — Risks to aviation from chemical
agents and incendiary devices were at
the centre of discussions during the latest
meeting of the Guidance Material Task
Force (GMTF), held in October.

Participants reviewed mitigation measures
implemented at both European and
national levels, and agreed to update two
existing ECAC reference documents in
2026 to further support Member States in
addressing these risks.

Participants also considered outstanding
comments on several draft papers, covering
topics such as cabin baggage screening,
the National Civil Aviation Security Quality
Control Programme, occurrence reporting
and trends analysis in aviation security,
guidance on the use of Threat Image
Projection (TIP), and best practices for

acceptance testing of security equipment.
Once finalised, these papers will be
submitted to the Security Programme
Management Group for adoption.

When defining a new approach for the GMTF
work programme, the members agreed
that key factors such as ECAC Member
States’ priorities, the evolution of the threat
landscape, and regulatory developments,
should be systematically considered in the
future planning and design of tasks to be
included in the programme.

Taking these elements into account, the
task force decided to develop four new
documents - including on managing new
and emerging threats and maintaining
aviation security during large-scale events
- and to update eleven existing documents
in 2026, subject to SPMG approval at its
next meeting in November.

Review of key security initiatives — latest Technical Task Force outcomes

Videoconference, 7-8 October 2025
— ECAC's Technical Task Force recently
met online to assess progress on the
implementation of the group’s 2025 work
programme. They noted the completion of
several tasks to be presented to the Security
Programme Management Group, including
proposals for 3D image quality requirements
for security equipment.

Two new Threat Image Projection (TIP)
guidance documents were also endorsed,

and the task force agreed on the deliverables
to be included in the 2026 work programme,
which will focus on simulant validation and
common routine testing methodologies.

The meeting was chaired for the first time by
Para Paranthaman (Norway), who assumed
the role of chair on 1 October 2025 for a first
mandate of three years. The task force also
welcomed Australia as a new observer State.
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Collaboration in
focus at ECAC
CEP manufacturers
information session

Videoconference, 20 October 2025 —
The 16™ Manufacturers Information Session
on the ECAC Common Evaluation Process
(CEP) of security equipment brought
together over 80 attendees, including
representatives from eight Member States,
the European Commission and more than
60 industry stakeholders. The meeting was
led by Valentine Sarnau (Switzerland), chair
of the CEP Management Group.

Participants received updates on the
United States Transportation Security
Administration’s (TSA) participation in
the CEP as an Associated Authority since
June 2025, the exceptional recognition of
external test results for EDSCB (explosive
detection systems for cabin baggage) C3 in
spring 2025, and ongoing work to address
test capacity challenges.

The ECAC Secretariat presented progress
on the 2025-2027 CEP roadmap,
structured around the principles of
reliability, sustainability and transparency.
Manufacturers welcomed the transparency
of the process and the steps taken to resolve
issues identified during implementation.
They also reaffirmed their commitment to
continued cooperation with ECAC to further
strengthen the roadmap’s implementation.

The session concluded with an open
discussion on testing capacity, cooperation
between ECAC and external testing
frameworks, and opportunities for future
collaboration on new testing approaches.
Participants proposed holding the next
information session in person in 2026.

ECAC CEP Management Group advances
2025 roadmap implementation

Videoconference, 28-29 October 2025
— Updates to the Common Testing
Methodologies (CTMs), the development
of new or amended CTMs, and the status
of test programmes and configuration
change management (CCM) requests
for 2025 were the main topics at the 66t
meeting of the ECAC Common Evaluation
Process (CEP) Management Group.
Participants reviewed both allocated and
pending test requests and discussed steps
to ensure the continued evolution of the
CEP to meet the needs of ECAC Member
States.

The ECAC Secretariat also presented
progress on the 2025 work programme,
highlighting a project to develop an
automated tool for CEP administrative
processes, scheduled to begin in 2026.
This initiative is expected to improve
efficiency and simplify workflows across
the CEP.

The group also confirmed timelines
for upcoming meetings and endorsed
continued coordination to achieve the
roadmap’s objectives. @

Economic Working Group reviews passenger

fax survey
| aaete A

Videoconference, 23 October 2025
— ECAC's economic experts convened
virtually for their final meeting of the year,
which also marked the first session under
the group’s new chair, Paivi Jamsa (Finland).

The group reviewed the findings of the
latest ECAC survey on air passenger taxes
and agreed to focus attention next year on
improving understanding of the various
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taxes applied across Member States. This
effort will help support national decision-
making and policy development.

The meeting served as an opportunity
to identify topics for information
sharing in 2026. This includes regional
connectivity challenges, as well as State
approaches to financial monitoring and the
implementation of bankruptcy policy. o

ECAC Legal Task Force considers ICAO Assembly outcomes and

legal developments

Videoconference, 28 October 2025 — The
ECAC Legal Task Force gathered online to
discuss the outcomes of the Legal Commission
at the 42" ICAO Assembly (Montreal, 23
September - 3 October 2025) and recent
ECAC developments in the legal field.

Members acknowledged the departure
of Susanna Metsadlampi (Finland) from her
position as vice-chair of the ICAO Legal
Committee. They expressed their deep
appreciation for her long-standing and
valuable contribution to ICAO’s legal work,
and to European engagement in this domain.

The meeting covered follow-up to Assembly
discussions, including work on the review
of Article 15 of the Chicago Convention and
the ongoing examination of the Convention
on the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the
Purpose of Detection (MEX Convention).

Participants also discussed the status of the
Protocols amending Articles 50(a) and 56 of
the Chicago Convention, which will expand
ICAO Council seats from 36 to 40 once
sufficient ratifications are reached. These
changes could lead to an extraordinary
ICAO Assembly in 2026.

The task force exchanged information
on multiple Article 84 cases (disputes
between States regarding interpretation
or application of the Chicago Convention)
currently before the ICAO Council. They
noted the growing complexity and
workload these cases represent for both the
Council and the ICAO Legal Bureau.

The participants also assessed progress on
the 2025 work programme and considered
initial planning for 2026.@
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Network of Communication Specialists in Civil Aviation outlines
progress and priorities for 2026

Videoconference, 22 October 2025 —
Enhancing institutional communication to
improve accessibility for passengers with
reduced mobility was among the key topics
discussed at the ninth meeting of the ECAC
Network of Communication Specialists
in Civil Aviation, led by the group’s newly
appointed chair, Francesca Miceli (Italy).

Representatives from ECAC Member States
shared experiences and perspectives from
their national organisations on a range
of topics. In addition, the group reviewed
progress on the 2025 work programme,
noting that the network’s activities had
enhanced teamwork and crisis management
across Member States’ experts.

Ahighlight of the meeting was a presentation
by Mark de Laurentiis (Italy) on the “One Click
Away”" initiative, which helps passengers with
reduced mobility easily access information
about their rights, and the support available
on airlines’ websites. The project encourages
passengers to notify airports of assistance
needs in advance, enabling staff to provide
a more positive travel experience.

Looking ahead to 2026, the network will
focus on sharing best practices on drone
communication, exploring the role of
artificial intelligence in communication,
fostering cooperation between ECAC
Member States, and promoting initiatives to
attract the next generation to aviation. @
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ECAC Network on Diversity and Inclusion reviews 2025
achievements and 2026 work programme

Videoconference, 29 October 2025
— The ECAC Network on Diversity and
Inclusion (NETD&I) convened to take stock
of progress in implementing its 2025 work
programme, and to plan ahead. Participants
noted key achievements in 2025, including
the development of a diversity and inclusion
Key Performance Indicator (KPI) model,
stronger information sharing between

Member States, and closer cooperation with
other regional organisations (such as the
African Civil Aviation Commission, the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization and the Latin
American Civil Aviation Commission) and
international partners.

Discussions also covered theimplementation
of the ECAC Diversity and Inclusion Charter,

What's on in November?

preparations for the next Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Workshop (to be held online
in early 2026), and ideas for future training
activities.

The members endorsed the 2026 work
programme for presentation to Directors
General in December. @

4 | 206™ meeting of the Coordinating Committee (CC/206), Belgrade

4-5 | ACC Workshop on Air Accident Investigation, Roskilde

5 | 63" meeting of the Group of Experts on Air Accident and Incident Investigation (ACC/63), Roskilde

6 | 86™ meeting of the European Aviation and Environment Working Group-CAEP (EAEG/86-CAEP), videoconference

19-20 | 87" meeting of the European Aviation and Environment Working Group-CAEP (EAEG/87-CAEP), Brussels

19-20 | 70% meeting of the Facilitation Working Group (FAL/70), Vienna

25 | 43" meeting of the Aircraft Noise Modelling Task Group (AIRMOD/43), videoconference
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