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Regional civil aviation leaders meet in
Doha to strengthen global cooperation

Doha, 15 April 2025 — The fifth
meeting of the four sister regional
civil aviation organisations - the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization
(ACAQ), the African Civil Aviation
Commission (AFCAC), the European
Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC),
and the Latin American Civil
Aviation Commission (LACAC) -
was held in Doha on 15 April 2025
to discuss the organisations’ shared
priorities.

H.E. Abdulaziz bin Abdullah Al-
Duailej, President of the Council
of ACAO and of the General
Authority of Civil Aviation of Saudi
Arabia, chaired the meeting. The
presidents of AFCAC, ECAC and
LACAC, respectively Florent Serge

ACAO, AFCAC, ECAC and LACAC representatives in Doha, 15 April 2025

Dzota (Republic of Congo), Alessio
Quaranta (Italy) and Ingrid Azucena
Zelaya Florian (Guatemala),
together with the directors of all
four organisations, attended this
meeting.

Key topics addressed included the
ratification of protocols amending
Articles 50(a) and 56 of the Chicago
Convention, preparations  for
the 42" ICAO Assembly and the
respective priorities of each region,
as well as joint initiatives for 2025.

Together, the regional
organisations  reaffirmed their
commitment to closer cooperation
and to promoting safe, efficient and
sustainable global air transport.ll

Coordinating
Committee reviews
preparations for
key events in 2025

London, 3 April 2025 — The members of
the Coordinating Committee gathered
in London to review preparations for
the upcoming Diplomatic Conference
scheduled to take place on 20-22 May
2025 in Paris, and discuss the latest
positions from ECAC Member States.

In preparation for the 42" ICAO
Assembly in Montreal in the autumn,
the Committee  examined the
draft European working papers in
domains such as safety and air traffic
management, security, facilitation,
cyber security and economic matters.

The members also considered several
ECAC reference documents, including
the External Relations Policy Statement,
recently reviewed and updated by the
ECAC Medium-Term Objectives (EMTO)
Task Force. ll
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Threat Response Group develops tools for enhanced aviation
security

Paris, 31 March-1 April 2025 — At its
third meeting, hosted by the French
Directorate General for Civil Aviation,
the ECAC Threat Response Group made
progress in developing tools to better
respond to evolving threats in civil
aviation.

The group endorsed its change
management procedure and agreed on
the key elements of a risk assessment
methodology tailored to the group’s
specific focus on threat materials.

The group also reviewed a first draft of
its threat and risk register and began a
review of the threat materials list. These
developments should allow a more
structured, threat response mechanism
in Europe.

Task force reviews progress on updated security guidance material

Videoconference, 8-9 April 2025 — The
64" meeting of the Guidance Material
Task Force reviewed progress on the
revision of several aviation security
guidance documents. Five updated ECAC
Doc 30 Part Il Annexes and Aviation
Security Handbook documents are set to
be finalised by the end of May 2025:

+ Guidance material on security controls
for cargo and mail;

Guidance material for the
development of a regulated agent
security programme;

Guidance on the identification of high-
risk cargo;

Guidance material on automated
systems for the identification of hold
baggage; and
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« Guidance material onthe management
of ATM security.

In addition to reviewing updates, the
task force explored ways to enhance
the coherence and relevance of existing
guidance material, best practices, and
policy papers included in Doc 30 Part
Il Annexes and the Aviation Security
Handbook. Particular attention was
paid to the potential for consolidating
documents and identifying areas where
new guidance or best practices may be
needed. The meeting also highlighted
several documents that could be merged
and revised in 2026.

ECAC cyber security group advances work priorities

London, 9-10 April 2025 — The ECAC
Study Group on Cyber Security in Civil
Aviation held its 52" meeting in London,
focusing on the implementation of its
2025 work programme.

Discussions covered updates to guidance
on critical aviation functions and cyber

standards of security equipment.
The United Kingdom representative
presented the national strategy on
artificial intelligence in civil aviation,
highlighting UK and sector-specific use-
cases.

The group also received valuable

insights from EASA and EUROCONTROL,
who shared their recent reports on the
cyber security threat landscape. These
presentations  prompted discussion
on data collection and assessment
methodologies.



Armenia hosts
auditors training to
strengthen national
aviation security
oversight

Yerevan, 23-25 April 2025 — The Civil
Aviation Committee of Armenia hosted
a Best Practices for National Auditors
- Level 2 (BPNA-2) training course in
Yerevan, for eight national security
auditors from Armenia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Georgia, Greece and the
Republic of Moldova.

Designed as a recurrent training course
under the framework of the ECAC
Capacity-Building Programme, BPNA-2
reinforced the key principles of effective
compliance monitoring, inspection and
audit methodology, and applicable
techniques. It aimed to enhance auditors’
competencies in carrying out national
compliance monitoring activities.

Particular attention was paid to
strengthening  practical ~ skills  in
inspecting passenger and cabin baggage
screening, security controls — including
the screening of airport supplies - and
the deployment and use of security
equipment. Through classroom activities
and interactive engagement, participants
also reviewed recent changes to Doc
30, Part Il (Security) recommendations,
shared lessons learned and discussed a
range of security-related scenarios and
best practices for conducting security
inspections and audits.

y

Best Practices for Inspecting Security Equipment course, Tirana, 1-3 April 2025

Participants attending the Best Practices for National Auditors course in Yereven, 23-25 April 2025

Albania hosts training on security

equipment

Tirana, 1-3 April 2025 — A Best
Practices for Inspecting Security
Equipment training course was
organised by the ECAC Secretariat
in Tirana, with the support of an
experienced technical expert from
France.

The training gathered national
auditors from Albania, Bulgaria,
Estonia, Georgia, Lithuania and
Malta, and offered participants
the opportunity to develop their
understanding of security equipment.
The course focused on Doc 30,
Part Il (Security) recommendations
related to security equipment,
including technical specifications and
performance standards across various
screening technologies.

Designed to enhance participants’
knowledge, the course highlighted the
essential elements of effective security
equipment deployment, as well as the
capabilities and limitations of different
technologies used for screening
persons and items. A combination
of theoretical sessions and hands-
on activities at the airport allowed
attendees to gain practical experience
in inspecting the deployment of
security equipment across different
areas of aviation security.

The course also reinforced the
important roles played by the
Appropriate Authority and the ECAC
Common Evaluation Process (CEP) of
security equipment in the oversight and
evaluation of security equipment. ll




ECAC experts contribute to ICAO facilitation meetings in Doha

Doha, 12-17 April 2025 — On 12-13 April, the Intersessional ICAO
Facilitation Panel, meeting in Doha, addressed recent facilitation
developments. These included updates from ICAO working
groups on the review of Annex 9, assistance to air accident victims
and their families, and accessibility in international aviation.
Discussions also covered machine-readable travel documents
and progress on the ICAO Public Key Directory (PKD). The Panel
agreed on final steps to update the Facilitation Handbook, Doc
9957 (2" Edition), which is expected to be ready for endorsement
at the next Panel meeting (FALP/14) in December 2025.

From 14 to 17 April, the ICAO Facilitation Conference, under
the theme “Collaboration, efficiency, and inclusivity’, brought
together over 1000 delegates, comprising ministers and senior

government officials, ECAC President, Alessio Quaranta (Italy),
ECAC Focal Point for Facilitation, David Benito (Spain) and ECAC
Executive Secretary, Patricia Reverdy. Ms Reverdy participated
alongside fellow experts in the panel session exploring means
for establishing stronger and more efficient international
collaboration under facilitation.

After four days of panel sessions on key facilitation topics
such as international cooperation and collaboration, irregular
migration and human trafficking, the passenger experience,
and air cargo processes, the Conference concluded on 17 April
with the adoption of the Doha Declaration on the Facilitation of
International Air Transport, providing policy direction on these
issues.

Facilitation Working Group meeting

Videoconference, 30 April 2025 —
The Facilitation Working Group held
its first meeting of the year under the
leadership of its new chair, Cathy West,
from the United Kingdom’s Department
for Transport. The session focused on
information sharing and discussing the
group’s work programme.

Notable progress was reported on
the ongoing review of Doc 30, Part |
(Facilitation), as well as by the sub-group
on persons with reduced mobility (PRM),
which continues to develop guidance on
the transport of assistance dogs.

Several Member States and observers
discussed common areas of interest
related to immigration, including
in confirming the implementation
approaches for States in the coming
months with the introduction of the EU
Entry Exit System (EES), and related issues
such as crew treatment under the system.

Updates presented by Member States
on their national activities revealed
several common themes. These included
new measures and communications to
manage unruly passengers, and ensuring
coordination among stakeholders

to strengthen National Facilitation
Programmes.

The group endorsed the decision to
continue work on the transport of
assistance dogs, and agreed to hold an
informal session on sharing best practice
for the electronic filing of differences
(EFOD) to ICAQ for Annex 9.l

ECAC experts contribute to ICAO Air Transport Regulation Panel

in Montreal

Montreal, 23-25 April 2025 — Experts
from 11 ECAC Member States, the
European Commission and the ECAC
Secretariat  joined members and
observers of the ICAO Air Transport
Regulation Panel in Montreal for its 18t
Session.

The Panel reviewed progress made
since its April 2024 session, including
key areas covered in the ECAC work
programme and reflected within ECAC’s
priorities on economic matters. These
included updates to the ICAO Template

Air Services Agreement - offering States
more flexible options to liberalise air
services — and an initial analysis of survey
responses from 100 States on barriers to
market access.

Recommendations were agreed
for the Air Transport Committee
ahead of the next ICAO Air Transport
Conference (ATCONF/7), which is likely
to be scheduled in 2026. The Panel also
decided to send draft guidance on Article
15 to the ICAO Legal Bureau for review. ll
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Environment experts prepare for 42" |CAO Assembly

Videoconference, 23 April 2025 — The
82" meeting of the European Aviation
and  Environment Working  Group
(Expanded) focused on preparations
for the 42" ICAO Assembly, including a
review of draft European papers to be
presented to the Assembly.

Members also heard an update from
the online meeting of the International
Aviation Climate Ambition Coalition
(IACAC) held on 16 April. Discussions
highlighted the Coalition’s continued
work on sustainable aviation fuels, the
ICAO Carbon Offsetting and Reduction

Scheme for International Aviation
(CORSIA),  climate  financing, and
tracking progress towards the long-term
aspirational goal (LTAG).

The meeting marked the final EAEG
session co-chaired by Andrei Mungiu of
the European Commission. A member
of EAEG since its inaugural meeting in
2017, Mr Mungiu has served as EAEG co-
chair for the European Commission since
March 2023. EAEG members warmly
expressed their appreciation for his
longstanding commitment to advancing
environmental goals in aviation. The

ECAC Secretariat
joins the group
in thanking
Mr Mungiu for
his valuable
contributions
and the
excellent
cooperation,
and wishes him
every  success

in the next chapter of his professional

career.ll

Reflecting on six months with the CASE |l Project: Hanan
Achahboun, CASE Il project manager, talks to outgoing
secondee, Romial Cheribain Mbogning, from Cameroon

HA - What have been the most
rewarding aspects of your secondment
in providing aviation security training
across Africa, the Middle East and Asia?

RM « One of the most rewarding aspects
has been the opportunity to grow, both
professionally and personally, while
contributing to meaningful capacity
building. Engaging with professionals
from different backgrounds and
delivering training that responds to
real operational needs has been deeply
fulfilling. Each mission brought new
lessons for both the participants and
me.

HA - Can you share a specific moment
or success story during your time with
the Project that stands out to you as a
key achievement?

RM - One of the key achievements for
me was building strong, trust-based
relationships with national authorities
that went beyond the training room. In
some cases, participants were initially
hesitant to openly discuss areas for
improvement in their systems. But by
creating a safe, respectful environment,

and leading by example, we fostered
dialogue on the challenges. As a result,
by the end of the training, participants
- including senior officials - were
actively proposing internal reforms and
requesting further technical assistance.
It reminded me that sometimes
the biggest win isn't just delivering
content, but inspiring a shift in mindset
toward continuous improvement.

HA - What challenges did you face
while working with diverse regions and
cultures, and how did you overcome
them to ensure effective training
delivery?

RM « Each region had different
operational realities and cultural
expectations. | made it a priority to
adapt my communication style and
contextualize examples. Respecting
local practices while reinforcing
international standards was key to
building trust and engagement.

HA - How do you think the aviation
security training you’ve provided will
benefit long-term efforts?

RM < By building local capacity, | did not
only transfer or share knowledge, | was
cultivating future trainers, auditors,
and leaders who can sustain and grow
their aviation security systems. That is
the legacy | am proud to be part of. ll

Thank you to Romial for sharing his
reflections and experiences with
us! We wish him all the best in the
next chapter, and continued success
beyond the CASE Il Project.
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What's on in May?

6-7 May: 15t meeting of the Aircraft Noise 23 May: 12 meeting of the CEP participating test
Modelling Task Group (EAEG-AIRMOD/15), centres (CEP-TC/12), videoconference
C videoconference
27-28 May: 45" meeting of the Explosive Detection Dogs
O 12 May: Workshop on Explosive Detection Dogs Study Group (EDD/45), London
U Oversight, Riga
27 May: Network of Communication Specialists
C 13 May: 62" meeting of the Air Accident and Incident (NETCOM) workshop on communication in
Investigation Group of Experts (ACC/62), civil aviation, Dublin
q) Vienna
28 May: 8" meeting of the Network of Communication
6 13-14 May: 45t meeting of the Security Forum (SF/45), Specialists (NETCOM/8), Dublin
Riga
J 28 May: 164" meeting of Directors General of Civil
U 19 May: 6" meeting of the Common Testing Aviation (DGCA/164), Krakow
Methodologies ~ Sub-Group  (CTM-SG/6),
videoconference 28-29 May: 23" meeting of the ECAC Certified Aviation
Security Auditors Group (AUD/23), Munich/
20-22 May:  Diplomatic Conference on the Convention videoconference
on the Secretariat of ECAC, Paris
22-23 May: 59" meeting of the Training Task Force
(TrTF/59), The Hague/hybrid
ECAC Secretariat 4 )
164 avenue Charles de Gaulle WWW.ecac-ceac.org @ECACceac T T
92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine, France communications@ecac-ceac.org L|nkedm qu?.



