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WHAT IS THE EUROPEAN AVIATION AND  
ENVIRONMENT WORKING GROUP (EAEG)? 
WHAT ARE ITS OBJECTIVES? 

The European Aviation and Environment Working 
Group (EAEG) is the ECAC/EU working group ensuring 
European coordination on environmental matters 
related to aviation. This includes a broad range of 
activities, from preparing for ICAO Assemblies to 
drafting the common section of European States’ 
Action Plans. On a more technical level, EAEG also 
facilitates coordination among European represen-
tatives within the ICAO Committee on Aviation  
Environmental Protection (CAEP). It also maintains 
and updates ECAC guidance material, including key 
documents such as the ECAC Report on a Standard 
Method of Computing Noise Contours around  
Airports (ECAC Doc 29, 4th Edition), and the ECAC 
Guidance on Sustainable Aviation Fuels. Member-
ship of EAEG is open to all ECAC Member States and 
representatives of the European Commission, EASA 
and EUROCONTROL. 

EAEG stands out for its distinctive structure: it is  
co-chaired by one representative from the ECAC 
Member States and another from the European 
Commission. This dual leadership model has proven 
highly effective in fostering early and well-aligned 
coordination on environmental issues, an essential 
feature given that environmental policy for the 27 EU 
Member States largely falls under EU competence. 

Moreover, the ECAC Member States’ co-chair must 
be a member of the ICAO CAEP, as EAEG is tasked 
with preparing coordinated European positions for 
CAEP plenary and steering committee meetings. 
Given the confidential nature of CAEP’s work and 
documentation, it is crucial that these responsibil-
ities are entrusted to individuals with the appropri-
ate access rights and authority. 
 

WHAT TOPICS OR PROJECTS IS THE GROUP 
CURRENTLY FOCUSING ON? 

At the 41st ICAO Assembly in 2022, environmental 
matters took centre stage, culminating in the adop-
tion of the long-term aspirational goal (LTAG) of 
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. There is no 

doubt that decarbonising aviation is essential for 
the future growth of air transport, while also mak-
ing sure the interests of people living near airports 
are duly taken into account. 

We are currently preparing for the 42nd ICAO Assem-
bly, with the goal of consolidating the progress 
made over the past three years towards achieving 
the LTAG. This objective was set by the ECAC direc-
tors general, and in response, EAEG has developed 
two working papers: one focused on ICAO’s actions 
to reduce aviation’s climate impact, and the other 
on supporting the transition to cleaner energy 
sources in aviation. 

Including – in ICAO Resolutions – the outcomes of 
the 3rd Conference on Aviation and Alternative Fuels 
(CAAF/3), a reference to the CAEP-developed meth-
odology for tracking LTAG implementation, and  
recognition of the importance of understanding 
and – at the appropriate time – addressing non-CO2 
emissions and their effects on climate, would rep-
resent a significant step forward for climate action 
in aviation. 

CAEP’s work serves as a common thread for EAEG, 
as we coordinate annually for the Steering Commit-
tee and every three years for the CAEP Plenary 
Session. Preparing for these meetings involves re-
viewing the many working and information papers 
produced by CAEP working groups, members and 
observers, and aligning our positions and actions 
accordingly. 
 

WHAT ARE THE CURRENT AND EMERGING 
CHALLENGES FOR ECAC MEMBER STATES? 

Achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 remains one 
of the greatest challenges for the aviation sector. 
To reach this goal, ECAC Member States must make 
full use of available in-sector measures, including 
improving aircraft technology, optimising oper-
ations, and accelerating the adoption of sustain-
able aviation fuels (SAF) and other clean energy 
sources, such as hydrogen and electricity. 

However, even under optimistic scenarios, some 
CO2 emissions will persist. Addressing these residual 
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emissions through credible solutions, such as car-
bon removals and market-based measures, will be 
essential. A balanced strategy that supports sustain-
able growth while meeting climate commitments is key. 

A pressing challenge lies in scaling up the produc-
tion of clean aviation fuels. In 2024, they accounted 
for less than 1% of total fuel use, despite global and 
European targets aiming for significant increases 
by 2030. ICAO aims for a 5% reduction in CO2  
emissions through clean fuels, while the EU man-
dates that 6% of aviation fuel come from such 
sources by 2030. In addition, several European 
countries, including the United Kingdom, have in-
troduced their own national policies to support this 
transition. Meeting these targets will require strong 
policy backing, investment in production capacity, 
and close cooperation among governments, indus-
try and fuel suppliers. Securing adequate financing 
has become a top priority to support this transition 
and ensure the necessary investments are made. 

Looking ahead, ECAC Member States must main-
tain high environmental ambition while navigating 
a fast-changing global context. Balancing climate 
objectives with public interest and the competitive-
ness of the European aviation industry will be  
increasingly difficult. 

Societal acceptance of aviation also remains a 
challenge. While technology can reduce noise and 
emissions, priorities vary globally. Many devel-
oping countries prioritise aviation growth for  
economic development, placing less emphasis on 
environmental impacts. These differing perspec-
tives must be considered when forming European 
positions for ICAO discussions. 
 

CAN YOU SHARE SOME NOTABLE  
ACHIEVEMENTS OR MILESTONES REACHED 
BY THE GROUP? 

I was fortunate enough to join EAEG at the end of 
2021, just a few weeks before CAEP/12 adopted the 
report on the feasibility of a long-term aspirational 
goal for international civil aviation CO2 emission  
reductions. These past four years have been truly 
remarkable in terms of environmental progress, 
marked by significant milestones and a growing 
momentum towards sustainable aviation. 

The adoption of the LTAG is undoubtedly one of the 
key milestones, and EAEG played a pivotal role in 
preparing for the 41st ICAO Assembly, which en-
dorsed the goal of carbon neutrality by 2050.  
This included drafting working papers, developing 

talking points, and conducting effective outreach efforts. Another major 
achievement was the success of the 3rd Conference on Aviation and Al-
ternative Fuels (CAAF/3), made possible thanks to strong European en-
gagement throughout the process, particularly in the preparation and 
coordination for the High-Level Meeting in August 2023 and the con-
ference itself in Dubai in November 2023. 

The excellent European coordination and preparation within EAEG for 
the CAEP/13 Plenary meeting in February 2025 enabled key outcomes, 
such as a CORSIA methodology for e-fuels, a compromise on the long-
standing debate around ILUC (Indirect Land Use Change) values for  
alternative fuels, and the adoption of a “dual stringency” standard that 
tightens both noise and CO2 limits for subsonic aircraft. 

The list of achievements could go on, but I would also like to highlight 
the valuable work carried out by an EAEG subgroup, the Action Plans 
for Emissions Reduction Task Group (APER-TG). In collaboration with 
EASA and EUROCONTROL, this group contributed to updating the common 
section of the European States’ Action Plans. This updated section brings 
together a wealth of insightful information, offering a comprehensive 
overview of Europe’s coordinated efforts to reduce aviation impacts. 
 

SOME FINAL WORDS? 

EAEG is a valuable platform for advancing aviation environmental 
goals and promoting European positions while protecting economic  
interests. While its membership is already broad, engaging more  
stakeholders within Europe and internationally helps strengthen 
understanding and promote our priorities. Both formal and informal 
exchanges with European ICAO representatives, non-European CAEP 
members and observers, non-governmental organisations, and indus-
try are essential. They help shape balanced, informed positions that 
reflect environmental ambition and ensure fair global competition. 

Finally, enthusiasm for environmental progress must be matched by 
openness to other perspectives. At ICAO, with 193 diverse States, dia-
logue and compromise are vital. It is within this framework that we will 
need to reflect on the future of CORSIA beyond 2035, and its role in 
helping the sector achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.  

Olivier Meynot joined the Directorate General for Civil Aviation (DGAC) in 2005 after training at the Institut Régional d’Administration in Metz. 
From 2008, he represented France in negotiations on European air transport agreements and contributed to economic working groups at 
ECAC as well as the ICAO Air Transport Regulation Panel. In November 2021, he joined the DGAC’s Sustainable Development Sub-Directorate 
to represent France on the Committee on Aviation Environmental Protection (CAEP). Earlier in his career, Olivier was a pilot and helicopter 
maintenance specialist.
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